
                     Dogs and Lawn Pesticides           
 
Dogs exposed to herbicide treated lawns and gardens can double their chance of developing 
canine lymphoma and may increase the risk of bladder cancer in certain breeds by four to 
seven times. Glickman, Lawrence, et al. 2004. "Herbicide exposure and the risk of transitional cell carcinoma of the urinary bladder 
in Scottish Terriers," Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association 224(8):1290-1297; Hayes, H. et al., 1991. “Case-control 
study of canine malignant lymphoma: positive association with dog owner’s use of 2,4-D acid herbicides,” Journal of the National Cancer 
Institute, 83(17):1226. 

 
Dogs eat grass, lick their paws, roll on the ground, and in general are exposed to higher levels 
of pesticides due to their behavior. 
 
Dogs track pesticides into the home, where, without exposure to sun and water, the chemicals 
are not broken down. All household members are then exposed to contaminated air, dust, 
surfaces, and carpets. 
 
THERE ARE MANY NONTOXIC ALTERNATIVES THAT ARE ACTUALLY BETTER FOR 
YOUR LAWN.  
 
For example, instead of using 2,4-D, found in “Weed and Feed” products such as Ortho® Weed B 
Gon®, Scott’s® Green Sweep®, and Weedone® 
• Use corn gluten meal in the spring and fall* 
• Mow high (3 inches)  
• Leave grass clippings on the lawn. 

 
Instead of using glyphosate, the herbicide found in products like Roundup® and 
Rodeo®, kill weeds with: 
• Vinegar (5% acetic acid for seedlings, 9% for older weeds) 
• Boiling water 
• Fatty acid soap or vinegar based non-toxic herbicides like Ground Force. 
• Specialized tools such as the Weed Hound or Dandelion Digger. 

 

More helpful hints: 
• Topdressing your lawn with compost adds needed organic matter and beneficial 

microorganisms. 
• Overseed with grass seed in the spring and fall to crowd out the weeds. 
• Dispose of your dog’s droppings promptly and properly; it contains harmful pathogens such as 

e. coli. Bag it and throw it in the trash, flush it down the toilet, or consider installing a pet septic 
system. (Available at composters.com). 

• Consider Clover: clover withstands dog urine quite well, and it stays green all summer long. It 
also fixes nitrogen in the soil, and is drought and pest resistant. 

 
*Corn gluten meal is a natural, non-toxic “weed and feed” that can reduce the amount of dandelions and other weeds in 
your yard while simultaneously fertilizing it. It is pre-emergent, meaning it needs to be applied before weeds appear, 
usually in mid-April, and can be applied again in the fall. It is sold under a variety of brand names, such as Concern® 
and Renaissance®. Please note that corn gluten meal will also prevent grass seed from growing. If you are also going to 
overseed your lawn, wait six weeks after applying corn gluten meal. 
 

See reverse side for area suppliers of non-toxic products 
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